United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the National Park Service

Ronald H. Walker

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the

enclosed sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation

Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National |
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as
amended. It has accordingly been entered in the National Register
of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register is

enclosed for your information and convenience.

Enclosures



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VERMONT
JUn 20174

Date Entered

Name Location

Strafford Village Historic District Strafford
Orange County

COPY OF CONGALSSGHAL ROTFGANCE

Also Notified

Hon. George D. Aiken
Hon. Robert T. Stafford
Hon. Richard W. Mallary



July 2, 1974

Read Perkins, Chairman
Board of Selectmen
Strafford, Vermont 05072

Dear Mr. Perkins:

~ We are pleased to inform you that Strafford Village Historic
District has been officially entered on the National Register
of Historic Places.

If you desire further information regarding this nomination,
please feel free to contact us. :

Sincerely,

William B. Pinney
Director
State Historic Preservation Officer

WBP:md
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Accessible to the Public
Restricted *

Public spaces are unrestricted.

during specified hours.

The private residences are not open to the public.
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{7. DESCRIPTION , s R e
(Check One)

BoROmID [J Excellent X Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated (O Ruins (3 Unexposed
( N (Check One) (Check One)
' X Altered [ Unaltered [0 Moved X} Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Strafford Village Historic District includes the village of
Strafford, as centered on the village common. The district
|boundary begins at a point on Morrill Highway 4/10 mile south
of the junction of Sharon Brook Road; thence in an easterly
direction a distance of 1000 feet; thence in a northerly
direction 4090 fcet; thence in a westerly direction to Sharon
Brook Road; thence in a southerly direction 4000 feet; thence
in an easterly direction to the point of beginning.

Strafford Village is the principal community in the township

of Strafford in southeastern Orange County, Vermont. Strafford
Village is located in the Ompompanoosuc River Valley between
twvo ridges which envelop the village on the east and west sides.
Because of the unspoiled natural environment visible from the
community, the district includes a portion of the surrounding
slopes as a vital component of the historical integrity.

43S

Strafford Village consists of approximately 30 residences,
religious, and commercial buildings constructed prior to the
. middle of the 19th century. Greek Revival architectural styles
) predominate among the scveral residences in Strafford. The
6 vernacular building material is wood, and frame structures are
most abundant. Especially significant are the old nmeeting
house on the green and the Unitarian Church on Morrill Highway.

The village of Strafford is a cohesive architectural unit
devoid of intruding structures or stationary objects which
damage the historical quality. The primary villagescanc is
situated along a "Y"-configuration formed by the junction of
two village roads. A similarity of building scale, style,
‘materials, spacing, and orientation to roads reinforces the
unified quality and provides a readily discernible identity

to the community. he meeting house, located on a rise in the
village common at the major fork in the roads, is the locus of
‘the village and forms the principal community landmark.

SNOITLODONYLSNI

The meeting house was constructed in 1799 by a subscription of
pews and a special town tax levy.l A two story frame structure
with a stecple and tower projected from the center of the main
facade, the Strafford neeting house was to be "65 feet in lcngtﬁ
and 50 feet in width" according to a vote of the town electors.2
The mecting house is a rectangular plan, clapboard sided {rame
structurc having a high pitch gable roof and squarc tower
appended to the central bay of the main (south) facade. ;
Fenestration throughout is double-hung sash type, six-over-six
‘ light except on the third level on the steeple tower at which

point windows are eight-over-eicht light flanked by twin 31dp-
lights. The steeple tower projects approximately ten fecet apove
the roof peak and is topped by a two-tier hexagonal steeple with
Spire.
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The meeting house was the first structure to he built in the
present village and was constructed in a central position
within the township of Strafford, on the turnpike between
Montpelier and Boston.3 The nmeeting house remains essentially
intact, although the interior was remodeled about 1900, Other
Greek Revival residences include several two story, five-bay,

- rectangular-plan houses, and single-story, three-bay cottages,
many with continuous kitchens anpended to side facades. hese
Structures appear to have been constructed from the time of the
establishment of the village to approximately 1849, and reflect
the prevalent classical tastes in architecture of the day.

There are two significant exceptions to the Greek Revival

character of tiue Strafford Village. The Justin Smith Morrill
Homestcad, a Gothic Revival structure built in 1841, is a
National Historic Landmark administered by the State of Vermont

as’ an historic site. A companion Gothic Revival residence
stands across the road and appears to be a less opulent ex-
pression of the !lorrill iHomestead.

(* The Justin Smith Morrill Homestead is a two-story, L-Plan,

. Gothic Revival frame structure with a high pitch gable roof.
The narrow gables with projected ecaves and ornate bargeboards
and the Gothic tracery framing fenestration typifies the
structure as an example of the Carpenter Gothic style. The
front porchi and clapboard addition surrounding the north first
floor window is an addition of a later date, but the additions
reflect the Gothic Revival tradition of the residence. The
house has customarily been painted tan-pink to simulate stucco
and further reinforce the medieval character of the dwelling.

Commercial structures include a frame saw mill (machinery re-
moved) at the south end of the village, a blacksmith shop at the
| . north edge of the community (modified), and two store buildings
| near the grecen. One store, a former hotel, is a large frane

© structure. Early photographs indicate that the building, a
mid-19th century transitional Victorian style, has been ex-
tensively modified and several rear continuous appendages re-
moved.4 " Another commercial building is a Greek Revival, brick,
2% story building with granite window sills and lintels and a
granite cut-stonc commercial front. :

The brick store is a relatively austere structure of common
bond, having a three-bay symmetrical front facade and a medium
pitch gable roof. The granite store front contains symmetrical
(. fenestration. Windows in the commercial level arc ten-over-ten
double-hung sash with flanking two-over-two sidelights.
Fenestration_in the sccond and attic levels is two-over-two

GPO 921.724
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construction, according to old views.

area.

(
. 2. Minutes of Town ‘feeting, December 22,

(April 1907), p. 101.

Historical Society, ‘Montpelier, Vermont.

double-hung sash type, having one window in each bay on the
second floor, and two equidistantly spaced windows in the attic
facade. 2ils structure appears to be intact from the period of

'A clapboard sided, frame 1% story building, currently the O0fficd
of Town Clerk, was constructed in 1883 as a town library, the
gift of Justin Smith Morrill. This structure nas a slate
gambrel roof which is an unusual construction technique in this

1. Minutes of Town Meeting, October 27, 1739, Strafford
Manuscripts, Vermont Historical Society, ‘lontpelier, Vermont.

Manuscripts, Vermont Historical Societ » Montpelier, Vernont.
I ,  § P

3. Elizabeth Chandler, "Strafford", Vermonter, Vol. XIII,

4. lMiscellaneous photographs, Strafford file, Vermont

1797, Stratfford

GPGC 921.724
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E < SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) %
[ Pre-Columbian! [ 16th Century X1 18th Century [ 20th Century
[ 15th Century {3 17th Century X 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [J Education [ Political O3 Urben Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering O Religion/Phi. .O!hor pRewsisy)
[ Historic [ Industry losophy VIllagescapc
[ Agriculture [ Invention [ Science
Architecture [0 Londscaope O Sculpture
0O Arnt Architecture [ Social/Human-
[0 Commerce O Literature itorian
[0 Communications O Military [0 Theater
[ Conservation [ Music (O Transportation

|STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The village of Strafford is significant as a well preserved
early to mid-19th century New England townscape, surviving in
an unspoiled historical environment. As such, Strafford is a
manifestation of the village-centered agricultural society
which is being displaced nationally, as well as in Vermont.

The village of Strafford contains structures which housed the
essential necessities of that agrarian society: schools,
churches, residences and trade facilities for area farmers.
Strafford is a significant entity because of the undeveloned
nature of the surrounding landscape which provides a compatibhle
background to the historical environment. As an integral part
of its historic preservation plan, the State of Vermont intends
'to provide recognition for many of the cnvironmentally cohesive
rural village and cityscapes which survive within the state.

The town of Strafford was settled in 1768 by settlers from
Connecticut under a charter issued by the Governor of Mew York.
The first caurch, a Freewill Baptist, was orsanized in 1791
and was the first 3aptist Church in Vermont. Originally, the
Principal village was located in the '"old city" immediately
north of the present comnunity. Ilowever, with the construction
of the meeting house on a major turnpike in a central location
within the townsnip, the present village assumed precedence.
The discovery of copper deposits within the townsaip during
the 1830's provided cmplovment for 200 area residents and
helped pervetuate the development of the comnmunity, he:

mines continued to produce copper ore for smelting in Boston
until this industry was eclipsed by the discovery of deposits
in . lichigan after 1849,

The potential for preservation in Strafford is increased by the
fact that the State of Vermont owns and maintains the Hlomestead
of Justin Smith “orrill, a U.S. Senator and sponsor of the 1862
dorrill Act for land-grant state colleges.
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[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(See Attached)

EOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND L ONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PrRooerty |0 DEFINING The CENTIR POINT OF A P<OPERTY
5 R ~OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES _ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
°
Nv | 43° 52 04| 72° 23 g2~ o . ® s , .
o r
NE | 43° 52" p4-" 2> 22% 17*
% 1 43° 51 37 ™ v2* 22* 171"
W AZO T meoe 770 27, N =
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 129 acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

“FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Stenhen J,

ORGANIZATION

Historic Sites Surveyor

Vermont Division of HJistoric Sites

DATE

9/20/73

STREET AND NUMBER:

Pavilion Building

CITY OR TOWN:

*lontnelier

STATE

CODE

Varmant 3N

{12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

O State [X] Local [
-ﬁ?gi%;¢/

Titte Director of !istoric Sites
Statc iilstoric Prescrvation
Officer

Date A 10/25/73

National

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The Nationai Register

Date

GPO 931.894

2 45

SNOILONYLSNI




=ty S P R e— = o "77—%—_ﬁ

Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Quly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE O
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ; Oranpe
- FOR NPS USE ONLY
5 s 2 ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Section 9 _-(Continuation’ Sheet)

(Number all entries)

Abbott, Collamer 'I., "Larly Copper Smelting in Vermont" Vermont
History, Vol. XXXIII, Jan. 1955, pp. 233-242,

Belanger, F. L., The Ompomnanoosuc Valley, Union Village, Vt:

Methodist Church Socicty, I0IL.

Chandler, Elizabeth M. F., "Strafford" Vermonter, Vol. XII,
April 1997, pp. 109-106.

llartshorn, Anna B., Memories, (NP, ND) Ca. 1911.

Letters and Manuscripts of the Town of Strafford in Files of
Vermont Ilistorical Society, *lontpelier, Vermont.

Mazmanian, Arthur B., Structures of Praise, Boston: Beacon |
Press, 1979, p. 1I7.

"Strafford Village ‘any Years Ago" Vermonter, Vol. XXV, 1929,
pp. 24-25.

A Walk Through Justin “forrill's Strafford, pamphlet, Strafford |
Historical Socicty, June 1973.
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Z [T NAME
o common:  Strafford Village listoric District
_— AND/OR HISTORIC:
— [2- LOCAYION
U STREET AND NUM BER:
For boundary description see Section 7
: CITY OR TOWN:
('3 Strafford
- STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
o Vermont 1 50 Orange N1
s [3. MAP REFERENCE :
SOURCE:
- Site map based on field survey; prepared by Stephen J. Raiche
w SCALE: Not to scale
I.u DATE: ](_)73
[4. REQUIREMENTS
v
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Lotitude and longitude reference.

¥r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-148/1441 3-|




7 ; ‘ ~ \ o \-\i-j 5 == %
2 P ) :
£ /J §c2¥mrmz\\*$/ \J;/ 2¢¢éﬁ}
A PR il ‘ LmmEao s\ 1

,\‘ C’(Vbty‘?’dlq R
SrhS o -

(&3

“r.;ﬂf‘ﬁd -
Gnyna, ~\ /
HHI/ !

- ¢
1

liskg,

Jiisode
\

=
Ager

Strafford Village
Historic District

A s
N AR T e e e g, o L ] L. .

&/ X \(;utln v\u 4[\« rml r-\
\ Y ‘_"»"— - i~ = \\

/@; g il NS S
R o i e > 1 Ty e A3y AR R 2, i
AR xw AT e, Vg NV LA VAR 17 :
: oy N = - PN PO 4 v i) / 7 ) s N .o I \\—‘-‘,I’ . ;
~ 5TAT Y I < o~ il 3 v suznar-n { 5 § 2
(\’“\\Cj / ‘f:filil o L e St R £ LT A f L) e ,’~ = £ ieran, =
00 /: 1 2, ‘\j/' ¥ A, »"' X . / ’ ‘.1 e Gl --l.

&N { g Ny 4§ N T, / \ B

E iy e dogpR s
{ s \\ \ t \'.

'JJ—

g \ {3 Coooeru'(“

e 1/(,, o°
u:/ 3




5E E

INSTRUCTIONS

Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Rev. 7-72 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

Vermont

COUNTY

Orange

FOR NPS USE ONLY
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common: Strafford Village Historic District
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CITY OR TOWN:
Strafford
STATE: CcODE |COUNTY: coDE
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[3. MAP REFERENCE '
SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 15' series - Strafford Quadrangle

[scaLe: 1:62500

IDATE: 1944
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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INT: 15572




B .-

|







G R e U e i R SRR T s

5 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

o NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME -
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aassigned by NPS)

Strafford Village
Historic District

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY ) TOWN

Vermont Orange Strafford

STREET AND NUMBER

for boundary description see Section 7
3. PHOTO REFERENCE

pHoTo creoiT (Chester Liebs DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
for Vt. Division of Vermont Division of
Historic Sites August 1973 Historic Sites

4, IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Five bay, two-story residence showing federal influence, near north
edge of village, east side of Morrill Highway. View east.

_ I . GPO 932.009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ (F‘?;;: 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME
COMMON

AND/OR HISTORIC

o - [NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by VPS)
- Strafford Village

Historic District
2. LOCATION .
STATE

COUNTY TOWN
Yermont Orange Strafford
STREET AND NUMBER -

for boundary description see Section 7

. € PHOTO REFERENCE
PHQTO CREDIT Ches ter Liebs DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
for Vt. Division of

Vermont Division of
Historic Sites August 1973 Historic Sites
4: IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Strafford Meeting House, at north edge of village common. View north

.

GPO 932.009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
i NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Strafford Village
Historic District
2. LOCATION

STATE 2 COUNTY TOWN

Vermont Orange Strafford

STREET AND NUMBER

for boundary description see Section 7
3. PHOTO REFERENCE

proTo creoiT  Lhester Liebs Joate NEGATIVE FILED AT

for Vt. Division of ' ermont Division of
Historic Sites August 1973 Historic Sites

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. ~

Strafford Town Clerk's office, built 1883 as a library. Gift of
Senator Morrill to the Community. View northwest.

GPO 932.009
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
rc,mu 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ke " NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Strafford Village
Historic District

2. LOCATION

STATE . COUNTY TOWN

Vermont ‘ Orange Strafford

STREET AND NUMBER

for boundary description see Section 7

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT Chester LLiebs Joate NEGATIVE FILED AT
for Vt. Division of ! Vermont Division of
Historic Sites August 1973 Historic Sites

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Vlllagescape, east side Morrill Highway, view to north, showing
Unitarian Church.
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. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

e NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
] PRQPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asasigned by NPS)

Strafford Village
Historic District

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY . TOWN

Vermont Orange Strafford

STREET AND NUMBER

for boundary description see Section 7

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHoTO crEDIT (Chester Liebs DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
for Vt. Division of Vermont Division of
Historic Sites August 1973 Historic Sites

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Five-bay, one-and-one-half story, cape cod cottage, with appended
kitchen wing, showing Greek Revival influence. View northeast.

PO 2.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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Brick Store, Greek Revival influence,

commercial front.
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Opposite village common.

original cut-granite
View northwest.
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View of east side of common, looking southeast.
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View of west side of common, looking southwest.
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View of common from meeting house, looking south.




