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July 2, 1974 

Read Perkins, Chairman 
Board of Selectmen 
Strafford, Vermont 05072 

i 
Dear Mr. Perkins: 

We are pleased to inform you that Strafford Village Historic 
District has been officially entered on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

If you desire further information regarding this nomination, 
please feel free to contact us. 
Sincerely, 

William B. Pinne'y 
Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

WBP:md 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
O Excellent [ 3 Good • Fair 
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• Deteriorated 
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(Check One) 

• Moved CS Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (it k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Strafford Village Historic District includes the village of 
Strafford, as centered on the village common. The district 
boundary oegins at a point on Morrill Highway 4/10 mile south 
of the^ junction of Sharon Brook Road; thence in an easterlv 
direction a distance of 1000 feet; thence in a northerly ' 
direction 4000 feet; thence in a westerly direction to Sharon 
Brook Road; thence in a southerly direction 4000 feet; thence 
in an easterly direction to the point of beginning. 

Strafford Village is the principal community in the township 
of Strafford m southeastern Orange County, Vermont. Strafford 
Village is located m the Ompompanoosuc River Valley between 
two ridges which envelop the village on the east and west sides 
Because of the unspoiled natural environment visible from the 
community, the district includes a portion of the surrounding 
slopes as a vital component of the historical integrity. 

Strafford Village consists of approximately 30 residences 
religious, and commercial buildings constructed prior to the 
middle of the 19th century. Greek Revival architectural stvles 
predominate among the several residences in Strafford The' 
vernacular building material is wood, and frame structures are 
most aoundant. Especially significant are the old meeting 
house on the green and the Unitarian Church on Morrill Highway. 

The village of Strafford is a cohesive architectural unit 
devoid of intruding structures or stationary objects which 
damage the historical quality. The primary villa^escauc is 
situated along a "Y'*-configuration formed by the junction of 
two village roads. A similarity of building scale, style 
materials, spacing, and orientation to roads reinforces the 
unified quality and provides a readily discernible identity 
to the community. The meeting house, located on a rise in the 
village common at the major fork in the roads, is the locus of 
the village and forms the principal community landmark. 

The meeting house was constructed in 17<?9 by a subscription of 
pews and a special town tax levy.1 A two story frame structure 
with a steeple and tower projected from the center of the main 
facade, the Strafford meeting house was to be "65 feet in length 
and 50 feet in width" according to a vote of the town electors 
he meeting house is a rectangular plan, clapboard sided frame 
structure having a high pitch gable roof and square tower 
appended to the central bay of the main (south) facade. 
Fenestration throughout is double-hung sash type, six-over-six 
light except on the third level on the steeple tower at which 
point windows are eight-over-eight light flanked by twin side-
lights. The steeple tower projects approximately ten feet above) 
the roof peak and is topped by a two-tier hexagonal steeple wit 
spire. 
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The meeting nouse was the first structure to be built in the 
present village and was constructed in a central nosition 
within the township of„Strafford, on the turnpike'between 
Montpelier and B o s t o n . T h e meeting house remains essentially 
intact, although the interior was remodeled about 1900. Other 
Greek Revival residences include several two story, five-bay, 
rectangular-plan houses, and single-story, three-bay cottages 
many witn continuous kitchens appended to side facades. These 
structures appear to have been constructed from the time of the 
establishment of the village to approximately 1840, and reflect 
the prevalent classical tastes in architecture of the day. 
There are two significant exceptions to the Greek Revival 
character of tne Strafford Village. The Justin Smith Morrill 
Homestead, a Gothic Revival structure built in 1841 is a 
National Historic Landmark administered by the State of Vermont 
as an Historic site. A companion Gothic Revival residence 
stands across the road and appears to be a less opulent ex-
pression of the Morrill Homestead. 

The Justin Smith Morrill Homestead is a two-story, L-Plan 
Gothic Revival frame structure with a high pitch gable roof. 
The narrow gaoles with projected eaves and ornate bargeboards 
and the Gotuic tracery framing fenestration typifies the 
structure as an example of the Carpenter Gothic style. The 
front porcn and clapboard addition surrounding the north first 

a n * d d f t i o n o £ a later date, but the additions 
reflect the Gotuic Revival tradition of the residence. The 
house has customarily been painted tan-pink to simulate stucco 
and further reinforce the medieval character of the dwelling. 
Commercial structures include a frame saw mill (machinery re-

1 % S ? U t h e n d ° f t h e a blacksmith shop at the 
north edge of the community (modified), and two store buildings 
near the green. One store, a former hotel, is a lar^e frame ° 
structure. harly photographs indicate that the buildinc, a 
mid-19th century transitional Victorian style, has been ex-
tensively modified and several rear- continuous appendages re-
moved.4 Another commercial building is a Greek Revival, brick, 
Z-s Story building with granite window sills and lintels and a 
granite cut-stone commercial front. 

The brick store is a relatively austere structure of common 
bond having a three-bay symmetrical front facade and a medium 
pitch gable roof. The granite store front contains symmetrical 
fenestration. Windows in the commercial level arc ten-over-ten 
double-hung sash with flanking two-over-two sidelights. 
Fenestration in the sccond and attic levels is two-over-two 
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double-hung sash type, having one window in each bay on the 
second floor, and two equidistantly spaced windows in the attic 
tacade. T m s structure appears to be intact from the period of 
construction, according to old views. 

A clapboard sided, frame lh story building, currently the Office 
of Town Clerk, was constructed in 1883 as a town library, the 
gift of Justin Smith Morrill. This structure has a slate 
gambrel roof which is an unusual construction technique in this area. 

1. Minutes of Town Meeting, October 27, 1799, Strafford 
Manuscripts, Vermont Historical Society, Montpelier, Vermont. 

2. Minutes of Town Meeting, December 28, 1797, Strafford 
Manuscripts, Vermont Historical Society, Montpelier, Vermont. 

Elizabeth Chandler, "Strafford", Vermonter, Vol. XIII, 
(April 1907), p. 101. • 

4. Miscellaneous photographs, Strafford file, Vermont 
Historical Society, Montpelier, Vermont. 
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A Ualk Through Justin Morrill's Strafford, pamphlet, Strafford 
Historical Society, June 1973. 
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View of west side of common, looking southwest. 
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