STATE OF VERMONT

AGENCY O DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY ALEAIRS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (802) 828-3211 ,7 MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602
<
DEPARTMENTS OF: . DIVISIONS QF:
Economic Development 828-3221 Admiaistration 828-3231
Housing & Community Affairs 8283217 Historic Preservation 828-3226

Vermont Travc]bli)ivision 828.3236
Vermont Lifc Magazine 828-3241

April 10 1980

Mrs A J Todd
37 LEast Ridge Acres
Mendon, VT 05701

Dear Mrs Todd

We are pleased to inform you that the General John Strong
Mansion is being submitted to the Officec of Archeology and
Historic Preservation for consideration for entry in the
National Register of Historic Places Notification of
acceptance or rejection of the property will follow

Please feel free to contact us if any further information
is desired

Sincerely,

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

(llin B Vo

William B Pinney
Director/Deputy State
Historic Prescrvation Officer

WBP -rmd

cc  Chairman Board of Selectmen Addison
Addison County Regional Planning § Development Commission



STATL OF VERMONT

AGENCY OF DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY AFTFAIRS

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY (802) 828-3211 MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602
DEPARTMENTS OF: DIVISIONS OF:

Economic Development 828.3221 Administration 828-3231

Housing & Community Affairs 828-3217 Historic Preservation 828-3226

Vermont Travel Division 828-3236
Vermont Life Magazine 828-3241

April 10 1980

Ms Carol Shull

Acting Keeper

‘National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
440 G Street N W

Washington D.C 20243

Dear Ms Shull

Enclosed please find National Register nomination forms for
the following

General John Strong Mansion Addison, Addison County, Vermont

South Walden United Méthodist Church, South Walden Caledonia
County, Vermont

Wilmington Village Historic District, Wilmington, Windham
County, Vermont

These properties are being submitted under the Historic Pre-
servation Act of 1966 for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places

Sincerely
DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

s Vo

William B Pinney
Dirvector/Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer

WBP ‘rmd

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Chris Therral Delaporte

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the enclosed
sheet has been nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer
responsible for your State's implementation of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat 915), as amended It has
accordingly been entered in the National Register of Historic Places A
leaflet explaining the National Register is enclosed for your information

and convenience

Enclosures




ENTRIES IN THE - NATIONAL REGISTER
VERMONT

MAY 15 1980

STATE

Date Entered

Name Location

Strong, John, House Addison vicinity
Addison County

Also Notified

Honorable Robert T Stafford
Honorable Patrick J Leahy
Honorable James M. Jeffords

™
. For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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STATE Ol VERMONT

AGENCY QF DEVELOPMENT AND COMAUNITY -

OFFICE OF THL SECRETARY (802) 828-3211

DEPARTMENTS QT
Lecanomic Development 828-3221
Flousing & Community Altairs 828-3217

June 10, 1980

Mrs A. J Todd
37 East Ridge -Acres
Mendon, VT 05701

Dear Mrs Todd

LIRS

MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05602

‘DIVISIONS OF:
Administration 828-3231
Historic Preservation 828-3226
Vermont Travel Division 828-3236
Vermont Life Magacine 828-3241

We are pleased to inform you that the General John Strong
Mansion has been officially entered on the National Register

of Historic Places.

If you desire further information regarding this nmomination,

please feel free to contact us

Sincerely,

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

William B. Pinney

Director/Deputy Sta
Historic Preservati

WBP rmd

cc Chairman. Board of Selectmen, Addison
Addison County Regional Planning & Development Commission

Officer
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : : !

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |R¢CFVE®: ]
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM {DATE ENTERED
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME

HISTORIC

cohn Sitrong House

AND/OR COMMON

Coneral Jobn Strong Mansion

LOCATION

-STREET & NUMBER

Vernont doute A -_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Add son o VICINITY OF Varmont
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Y osraont 50) Acddison nal
HCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT _PUBLIC A OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE  *_MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) X_PRNATE —UNOCCUPIED —-COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EOUCATIONAL ——PRIVATE RESIDEN:
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS XYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL — TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER;
iOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Vermont State Society, NSDAR, Inc.
STREET & NUMBER
| General John Strong Mansion
CITY. TOWN STATE
, Addison _ VICINITY OF Vermont
F# LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. OFFY ce of the Town Clerk
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Addison Vermont .

TITLE
Vermont listoric Sites §

§ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Structures Survey

DATE
une 1977

—FEDERAL ) _STATE _.COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECOROS Division for Historic Preservation

CITY. TOWN
Montpelier

STATE
Vermont




K& DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETEMIORATED X_UNALIERED XomainaL site
X6000 —RUINS - ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Strong House is located between West Addison and Chimney Point on. Vermont
Route 17 in the Champlain Valley Overlooking lLake Champlain, it is a highly impres-
sive house today and must have awed most when it was built in 1795-6  Combining
elements of the Georgian and Tederal styles thec presence of the house is enhanced

by the solid appearance of brick In turn the massing is counterbalanced by refined
details such as the Palladian window a fanlight a molded cornice with modillions
windows with 12712 lights and the entrance porch

With § x 2 bays and two storics the house presents a symmetrical facade which is
capped by a hipped voof A large brvick chimney anchors each side of the roof though
the one on the north side is an interior chimney  The central gable pediment, which
emphasizes the rooflines as well as the facade. has a semi-elliptical fanlight with
radiating muntins and a raking and horizontal molded cornice with modillions which
is continued along the cntire cornice line of the house. The Palladian window also
emphasizes the central bay as docs the entrance The doorway is flanked by 9/9 side-
lights and is protected by the l-bay gabled porch which is supported by columns and
pilasters and repeats the gyodillion cornice like that of the house The windows
are 12/12 double-hung sash” and have jack arches of rubbed brick  Further brick
articulation is seen in the high water table of brick and native red stone. the
brick stringcourse delineating the first and second floors and the glazed brick
patterns on the two rear walls

The Palladian window is the most exquisite feature of the facade and exhibits an
unusually high degree of craftsmanship  Four fluted pilasters support the window's
entablature which repeuts the molding profilc of the roof cornicc on a smaller scale.
The arch above the window is cowposed of brick headers which further define the window

The interior of the Strong House reflects the same degree of quality as the exterior
The Georgian floor plan revolves around the wide central hallway whose size is mag-
nified by a large wooden keystone arch and a stairway with two runs and a central
landing which extends the width of the hall Many of the original details and hard-
ware remain intact particularly fine are several fireplace mantels which have molded
cornices rope moldings and dentils The two chimneys serve five fireplaces includ-
ing the large kitchen fireplace which has a bake oven on the side. Somcwhat odd is
that there is only one principal bedroom and yet because Strong was about 58 years
o0ld when he built the house it is conceivable that all of his children had left home
by that time On the south side of the second floor opposite the bedroom is a large
bathroom a reminder that this house was not only the finest in the area but also an
important social and civic mecting place

1This porch is a 1930's reproduction of the original porch.
These windows were restored in the 1930's




3% ¥ SIGNIFICANCE

S PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
B __PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _.COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE.ARCHITECTURE
: —1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —.CONSERVATION —LAW

—1500-1599 _ AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS UTERATURE

—-1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE —_EDUCATION _MILITARY

¥1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING _MusIC

- 1800-1899 ~.COMMERCE —.EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —-PHILOSOPHY
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—INVENTION

—-RELIGION
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_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—_THEATER’

. TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER {SPECIFY)

# SPECIFIC DATES ;.95 _gg

BUILDER/ARCHITECT.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

since been destroyed

brick house which in. a way

the brick's Flemish bond
to the stylishness of .the house.

during the 18th century
7 in Vermont  Only two other examples are known to exist

The John Strong House is one of Vermont's more significant structures because it
was built by an eminent Revolutionary War leader and exhibits outstanding architec-

tural features. Built by CGencral John Strong in 1795(6)
interpretation of the Georgian and Federal styles and ranks as one of the state's

grandest examples of early domestic architecture.

this house is an e¢legant

John Strong (1738-1816) moved to Vermont -from Connecticut in 1765 and built a house
near the "Salt licks" which were known for attracting wild game.
the present structure had the cellar remains of an old French house and it was
on top of this cellar that Strong built his house.

The site. near

In February 1766, Strong brought his family to Addison and worked his farm until
British troops thrcatened the safety of residents in this area during the Revolu-
tion Strong and his family fled to Dorset, Vermont for the duration and from
1779-82 Strong represented Dorset in the legislature. In 1781
assistant judge of Bennington County  When the war ended the Strong family returned
to Addison and found that their house had been burned by British troops So a

second house was built and slowly Strong reclaimed his farm land
By 1795 his prosperity allowed for the construction of the
veflected Strong's standing in the community  Through-
out his life. Strong was actively involved in civic affairs

he was elected

This house has

Architecturally the John Strong House ranks as one of the most outstanding struc-
tures in the state The design is unusually sophisticated and,
early date. is enhanced by the use of brick
time in Vermont  While wood has always been the predominant building material in
Vermont settlers in the Champlain Valley sometimes built stone and brick houses
because of numerous quarries and the abundance of clay deposits in the region. The
Strong House is one of the earliest brick houses in Vermont and is particularly
distinguished by the quality of its brickwork

considering its
only sporadically employed at this

Undoubtedly laid by a skilled mason,

the favorite choice of 18th century masons, contributes

The inherent checkered pattern -of the bond is .
enhanced by the highly decorative usc of glazed headers that form distinctive diamond-
shaped patterns in the rear walls This type of brickwork while relatively common

in the mid-Atlantic region and Virginia
the Federation Building

is extremely rare




FHN-8-300 (11-70)

United States Department of the Intericer
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

.. National Register of Historic Places
’,‘ Inventory—RNomination Form

Continuation sheet 8-2 ltem number 8

in Middlebury 1804 (entered on thec National Register November 13 1976) and the
Chittendeg—Martin House in Jericho 1796 (entercd on the National Register January
9, 1978)

The details, forms and massing of the house suggest that either Strong or his
builder were familiar with 18th century pattern books and a particularly strong
correlation seems to exist between Batty Langley's Practical House Carpenter
(London, 1754) and the house In turn the Strong House appears to have influenced
the designs of other buildzngs in the area yet none attained the same level of
architectural distinction

The John Strong House is inportant not only for its regional impact but because
it shows the quality of design and workmanship which could be attained during
Vermont's early years

3These three examples of glazed-brick design refer to full-length wall patterns
Others may exist Glazed designs of a smaller scale may be more or less preva-

lent One example is the Spencer Housc (1830) in Addison (Vermont State Survey
0101-61) which incorporatecs a small glazed diamond design in each gable pediment,
odd is that the date is relatively late for glazed brick, and the diamonds are

set into 7 1 American bond

Similarities can be seen in the Clemens House (¢ 1800) in Shoreham (Vermont

State Survey' 0118-4) Page llouse (¢ 1798) in Shoreham (Vermont State Survey
0118-20) Buck-0'Connor House (c 1805) in Bridport (Vermont State Survey' 0102-23)
and Audett-Gray House (¢ 1810} in Bridport (Vermont State Survey 0102-36)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The John Strong llouse is situated on one acre of land
bounded on the cast by Vermont Route 17 and on the north south and west sides by
the DAR State Park which is owned by the State of Vermont

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY coDE
STATE ' CODE COUNTY ) CODE
FORM PREPARED BY
] NAME/TITLE
Margarct M Delaittre Architectural rlistorian
ORGANIZATION DATE
, Civision for Histeoric Preservation March 1980
STAEET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Pavil..on Building 807 828 3226
CiTY OR TOWN : STATE
Montpelier Vermont

'f STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE _X__ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated ac'cordingv to the
-¢riteria and procedures set forth by the Natianal Park Service.

~ STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE' /‘/MLﬁ@L/

A7A St
TITLE Deputy State listoric Preservat on Officer DATE 7,‘//-3'6‘

uDE'ifQ‘;a‘N;Jﬁﬁfﬁ'w»toN’AE-&‘SEG’!.WL&;

"KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

"CHIEF OF REGISTRATION

GPRO 921803




The John Strong House

Addison, Vermont

UTM REFERENCE:

18/627200/4878950
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John Strong House

Addison, VT

Credit: Margaret N. Delaittre

Date: March 1980

Negative filed at Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation

Description: Tear wall of John Strong House
showed glazed brickwork pattern.

Photograph 3







John Strong House

Addison, VT

Credit: Margaret N. DeLaittre

Date: March 1980

Negative filed at Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation

Description: View looking west.
Photograph 1
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John Strong House

Addison, VT
Credit: Margaret N. DelLaittre

Date: March 1980
Negative filed at Vermont Division for

Historic Preservation
Description: Detail of facade showing second

floor's Palladian window; view looking west.
Photograph 2




